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20333 SH 249, Suite 600 
Houston, Texas 77070 
Direct: 832-446-2416 
Fax: 832-446-2452 
smcdeiTOott@counselip.com 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET 



To USPTO - Examiner: Linh Black 
Fax: 703/872-9306 
From: Sean McDermott 
Client/Matter*: 149-0055US 
Re: Please the attached 



Date: Monday, April 1 8, 2005 
Art Unit: 2177 

Customer No: 29855 
Serial No.: 10/034,438 

Pages (including cover page): 14 



Received in the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



1 . Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Transmittal (1 page 
+ duplicate copy); and 



2. Reply to Final Office Action Dated February 25, 2005 filed with 
a Request for Continued Examination Under 37 CFR § 1 .1 14 (12 
pages). 



If there is a problem with transmission, please call (632) 446-24QQ 



PAGEK15 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This communication is only for the person named above. Unless otherwise indicated, it contains 
information that is confidential, privileged or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not 
the person named above, or responsible for delivering it to that person, be aware that disclosure, copying, 
distribution or use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received it in error, or are 
uncertain as to its proper handling, please immediately notify us by collect telephone and mail the original 
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PTCVSB/30 (09-04) 
Approved tor use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 

... , U,S» Patent end Trademark QfTloe; U,S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

^ , gC P.<iinsflvallflQMB«w>^im.T T ^ 



Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/034,438 



12-27-2001 



John D. MexfieW 



2177 



Linn Black 



149-0055US 



This Is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 of the abovendentifiad application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not appfy to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8 
1995. or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on cage 2. 



[oupmrsston requireo unoer ifK 1.1 14* Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order In which they wore filed unless applicant Instructs otherwise, if 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment^) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendments). 

a I" J Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may bo 
— considered as a submission even if this box is not checked. 



II. 



n Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 
I I Other 



Enclosed 

[/] Amendment/Reply 

[~] Affidavits)/ Declarations) 



ill. 

Iv. 



2. 



3. 



□ 
□ 



information Disctosure Statement (IDS) 
Other . 



Miscellaneous 



a. □ 
>• □ 

1 Fees] 

a. m 

i. 
II. 
iil. 

b □ 
□ 



Suspension of action on the above-Identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1 . 1 03(e) tor a 

period of months. (Period of suspension she* not exceed 3 months: Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(1) required) 

Other 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
The Director is hereby authorized ic, charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. 501922 (149-0055US) I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

[71 RCE fee require d under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

| ) Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 

[71 Other Additional claims fees of $250.00, and any other fees that may be roquinxJ. 

Check In the amount of $ enclosed 

Payment by credit card (Form ftO203S enclosed) 



WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be Included on ttil* form. Provide credit 
card Information and authorization on PTO-2038. 









*PLICAHT> ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 




Signature 








Date 




Name (Print/Type) 


Sean McDermott 


Registration No. 


49,000 



CERTIFICATE OF MAtUNG OR TRANSMISSION 



l hereby certify that this correspondence i 3 t 
addressed to: Mai Stop RCE, Commi^ 
Office on the date j own below. 



ring deposited whh the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mai in an envelope 
r Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 



Signature 



T'^T, 1^°^ fe,ft ' 1 081 61 k P cA ^7" 

This collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information Is required to obtain or retain e benefit by me public vtfiich is to fl» (end by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentially is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 end 37 CFR 1.11 end 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, end Submitting me completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon trie individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form a no/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Pateni and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1460, Alaxandha. VA 22313-1450. do not SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO this 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commleslonor for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 065 1-0031 
U S Patent and Trademark Office ; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Vmfar tit PP^TfK RrtUfifan At! Of 1BPS, *P rerygng BB routed to respond to ft colrction of information antes* it contains a wrtn O MB cnrrtml 



Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mall Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



10/034.438 



Fifing Date 



12-27-2001 



First Named Inventor 



John D. Maxfiold 



Art Unit 



2177 



Examiner Name 



Linh Black 



Attorney Docket Number 



149-0055US 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 of the above-Identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 6. 
1995, or to any design a pplication. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to thg USPTO) on page 2. 



™ [Submission required under 37 CFR 1.1 14| Note; If the RCE Is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order In which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment's) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment^), 

a pn Previously submitted. If a final Office action outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be 
' — 1 considered as a submission even if this box Is not checked. 



b. 



U. 

0 

I. 



□ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 
I I Other 



iii. EH Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
»' □ Other, 



Enclosed 

f/1 Amendment/Reply 
ji. Q Affidavitfsy Declaration^) 

j Miscellaneous 1 

□ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a 
period of 

Other 



I Fees) 

9 . 0 



□ 

□ 



. months. (Period of Suspension shall not axceed 3 months- Fa© under 37 CFR 1.17(1) required) 



The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) Is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
The Director is hereby authorized to charge the fc»Cttr'ing ftes, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. S0 1 922 (1 43-0Q55US) I have enclosed a duplicate copy of thJs sheet. 

f71 RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(a) 

n Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.13b and 1.17; 

[71 Other Additional claims fees of $350.00, and any other fees that may be required. 

Check m the amount of S enclosed 

Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 encased) 



WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card Information should not be included on this form. Provide credit 
card Information and authorization on PTO-2038. 




S/Gi 



Signature 



OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Date 



Registration No, 



/-/ft -aS 



3 



49,000 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
addressed to: Mai Stop RCE. Co mm 
Offio on the date shown below. 



eirtg deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mall in en envelope 
for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 01 facsimile transmitted to the U.S. 




Signature 



Mama ( 



the public v 



<^"»> I g.W^ CI., l~55ST ... 

This ooleotwn of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The Information is required to obtain or retain 9 benefit by the 

to process) an applies Don. ConWontielrty is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CPR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take iz minutes to complete, 
deluding 9#h 9n ng, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wfll very depending upon the Individual case. Any comments on 
me amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden* should be sent to the Chief Wormatton Officer. U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you neeof assistance in completing the form, ttU 1-800-PTO-9199 and se/ecf option 2 
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